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*, McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 4152] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 4152) for the relief of Ann Tobak and John Tobak, having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant to the minor adopted children of 
citizens of the United States the status of nonquota immigrants, 
which is the status normally enjoyed by the alien minor children of 
United States citizens. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill were born in Yugoslavia on March 20, 
1938, and July 29, 1933, respectively. They have been adopted by 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Tobak who are citizens of the United States 
residing in Chicago, Ill., and who are the aunt and uncle of the 
beneficiaries of the bill. 

A letter dated May 24, 1950, to the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Assistant to 
the Attorney General with reference to H. R. 6753, which was a bill 
introduced in the Eighty-first Congress for the relief of the same 
children reads as follows: 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICF, 
OFFICE OF THE ASSIST ANT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
Washington, May 24, 1950, 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CuHarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 6753) for the relief of Ann 
Tobak and John Tobak, aliens. 

The bill would provide that the aliens Ann and John Toback, of Yugoslavia, 
legally adopted minor children of Mr. Philip Tobak and Mrs. Catherine Tobak, 
United States citizens, shall be considered the natural-born children of Mr. and 
Mrs. Tobak. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the alien children are natives and citizens of Yugoslavia, having been 
born in Livno, Bosna, Sedevice, Yugoslavia, John on July 29, 1933, and Ann on 
March 20, 1938. They are the children of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Tobak, natives 
and citizens of Yugoslavia, and were legally adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Philip 
Tobak in the circuit court, Cook County, Chicago, Ill., on September 9, 1947. 
The adoption decree indicates that their names were changed from Ivan and 
Anica to John and Ann, respectively. The children reside in Yugoslavia, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Tobak are desirous of having them come to this country for 
permanent residence. 

According to the adoptive parents, Mr. Joseph Tobak, the brother of Mr. 
Philip Tobak, is a deaf-mute, and since there are six children in his family, his 
financial burden is great. He and his wife, therefore, agreed to the adoption of 
John and Ann by Mr. and Mrs. Philip Tobak. The record indicates that Mr. 
Philip Tobak is employed as a laborer by a construction company in Chicago, at a 
net salary of $68 a week, and his wife is employed as a machine operator by another 
company, earning $64 a week net. They own an unencumbered home in Chicago, 
valued at $13,000, in addition to which they have defense bonds in the amount of 
$1,000 and about $12,000 in a bank account. They stated that if the aliens are 
permitted to come to the United States for permanent residence, Mrs. Tobak 
intends to discontinue her employment and devote her entire time to them. The 
adoptive parents are native-born citizens of the United States, aged 62 years and 
40 years, respectively, were married in Chicago in 1942, and are childless. Indi- 
viduals intet viewed spoke favorably of them. 

Under section 28 (m) of the Immigration Act of 1924, the aliens may not be 
considered children of Mr. and Mrs. Philip Tobak, since the adoption did not take 
place prior to January 1, 1924. No subsequent legislation has been enacted by 
Congress which would permit children adopted by American citizens on and after 
January 1, 1924, to obtain either nonquota status as alien minor children of 
American citizens, or preference quota status under section 6 of the Immigration 
Act of 1924. 

The quota of Yugoslavia, to which the aliens are chargeable, is oversubscribed 
for Many years, and immigration visas are not readily obtainable. The record 
fails, however, to present considerations sufficient to justify the enactment of 
special legislation granting them a preference over other adopted children of 
United States citizens. The problem of granting preference under the immigration 
laws to adopted alien minor children of American citizens is a general one and 
should be resolved, if at all, by general legislation. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure. 

Yours sincerely, 
PeyToN Forp, 
The Assistant to the Attorney General. 


Congressman Fred E. Busbey, the author of the bill, has submitted 
to the chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary the fol- 
lowing additional information with reference to the case: 
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Cuicaco, Itu., May 6, 1951. 
Hon. Frep E. Bussey, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. ( 
DEAR CONGRESSMAN Bussey: In reply to your letter of May 1, 1951, may I 
please ask your assistance in bringing our private bill in regard to Ann and John 


Tobak, H. R. 6753, before Congress again. In my first letter 1 explained that the 
children came from a family of six children whose father is a deaf-mute. We 
have been the sole support of them for many years You, of course, know that 
the war and famine have left Yugoslavia in a very bad condition. 

These children are legally ours by adoption. I am enclosing the original 
adoption papers so that you may look them over. If it is necessary for you to 
have your own copy to bring before Congress I will have copies made and sent 
to you immediately. I am enclosing a self-addressed stamped envelope for your 


convenience in mailing the original back to me. 

We are well able to support and educate our adopted children Ann and John 
Tobak. We own our own building containing two apartments: one six-room 
apartment which we occupy, and one four-room apartment occupied by Mrs. 
Tobak’s sister. Our combined earnings and rent from the four-room apartment 
total over $500 a month. We have no children of our own and as I have stated 
before these two children come from a family of six. 

I am also enclosing a copy of the original bill which was brought before the 
Kighty-first Congress on January 12, 1950. 

We would be very grateful for anything you might be able to do in this matter. 
It has been pending for such a long time, perhaps you can advise me in something 
which may speed up the process. 

Anticipating your favorable reply, I remain. 

Sincerely yours, 
Mrs. Puitip ToBAK. 


CuicaGco, Inu., March 6, 1952 


’ Ve 


In Re: Ann and John Tobak, H. R. 4152 


Hon Frep E. Bussey, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 

DrarR CONGRESSMAN Bussey: We are in receipt of your letter of March 4 with 
reference to the above. We are very pleased and grateful for what has passed 
to this time and are anticipating a favorable vote in the Senate. 

I do not know whether this has any bearing on the present bill, however, I 
believe that this should be brought to your attention. The boy, Ivan, is now in 
Austria. I will list his address below: Ivan Tobak, Achwitz 10—P Feistritz 
(Gailtal), KNTN -Austria, Europe. I believe we will need the passage of the 
bill whether he is in Yugoslavia or not. 

He already has all affidavits in Austria. The girlis still in Yugoslavia. Would 
you kindly inform us if this will make any difference or if there is any other 
information you will need now in regard to this change in the boy’s address. 

Again thanking you for all vou have done and sincerely hoping that your next 
letter will inform us of passage of the bill, we remain sincerely, 

Mr. anp Mrs. Paiiip Tosak, 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 4152) should be enacted. 
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